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E. O. 11652: N/ A 
TAGS: PINT, AS 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ELECTION 
REF: MELBOURNE 0205 

1. MARCH 10 ELECTION MADE PREMIER DON DUNSTAN THE FIRST 
STATE LABOR LEADER SINCE 1910 TO HAVE HIS GOVT. REELECTED IN 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

2. STATE LABOR ( ALP) GOVERNMENT WON 26 OF 47 LOWER HOUSE 
SEATS, A DROP OF ONE SEAT FROM THE 27 SEATS PREVIOUSLY HELD 
BY LABOR. AT THIS STAGE LIBERAL COUNTRY LEAGUE HAS 18 SEATS, 
COUNTRY PARTY ( CP) I REPRESENTED WITH OWN CANDIDATE IN LOWER 
HOUSE FOR FIRST TIME IN OVER FORTY YEARS) HAS 1, AND 2 SEATS 

IN DOUBT BUT PROBABLY WILL BE DEIVIDED BETWEEN CP AND LCL. 

3. LABOR WON HANDILY WITH A 3 AND ONE HALF PERCENT SWING TO THE 
ALP ( COMPARED WITH 1970 ELECTION) IN THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICTS 
COMPRISING 70 PERCENT OF FRANCHISED ELECTORATE. THIS IS FIRST 
STATEWIDE SA ELECTION ( A) UNDER SOMEWHAT BROADER STATE VOTER- 
ELIBIBILITY RULES AND ( B) WITH 18- YEAR OLDS VOTING. OF SOME 
60,000 ELIGIBLE EIGHTEEN- TO- TWENTY- YEAR- OLDS, ONLY 16,500 
REGISTERED. ( UNDER SA STATE RPT STATE ELECTION RULES. REGISTRATION 
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IS VOLUNTARY WITH COMPULSORY VOTING AFTER REGISTRATION.) 

4. ALP ALSO GAINED 2 SEATS IN SA' S UPPER HOUSE, BRINGING 
LABOR TOTAL THERE TO 6 SEATS. ( ONLY 10 SEATS, OR HALF OF 
UPPER HOUSE, WERE INVOLVED IN THSI ELECTION.) LCL HOLDS 
REMAINING 14 SEATS. PREMIER DUNSTAN HAS IUST INDICATED THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A DOUBLE DISSOLUTION OF SA PARLIAMENT IF HIS 
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM IS BOTTLENECKED IN UPPER HOUSE. 

FLUKER 
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